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This application is abandoned in view of 

1. ^ Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 26 August 2003 . 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on , but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 to a final rejection consists only of (1) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1.85(a) and 1.111. (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) M No reply has been received. 

2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 

from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 

The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

3. n Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 

Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 


4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1 .34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 


7. □ The reason(s) below 

Sjfif* Mickey Yu 

. , , Supervisory Patent Examiner 
3/^/ 6 / Group 3700 


Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1 .1 37(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1 .1 81 , should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. 
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NOTICE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SL PPLV.NG COPIES OK imp U S PA FENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS. AND PILOl J U h\ ALUAT E Tilt 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S. PATEN 
REFERENCES 


Summary 

The United States Paten, and Trademark Office (Office o, USPTOI plans* i the neat fu»« tt: 
(Deease mailing copies of US. patents and U.S. patent application p**^^"?* 
■ ^SLlJSkA. acdona except •»«^-**^Jl2SKlff 

J^oL iM R««ievJ (PAIR) system «k 

ff^MSPTO ..oVI and in the Patent Official Gazette (P.O.). InordetWu^ttane* E-Palem 

fences with Office actions, the applicant must: (1 ) obtain « digital certiBcate from *eOmcc. 

cuWomer number. The pilot project does not «.«» »e o, raff* ^^S" «kms 

P^^r^^^^^ 

prepared by the USPTO for international applicants dunng the mtemanona. stage and 

for reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 


Steps to Use the New E-Patent Reference Feature Our.ng the Pilot Project and 
Thereafter 

Access to pnvatc PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to private PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not Rented b> a 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a no-cost USPTO Pubhe Key 
tafrastructure (PKI) digital cert,ficate. obtain a USPTO customer number, "soc.ateallof their 
pending and new application filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 

by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature and 
Ske appropriate arrangements for Internet access. The full instructions £ *uu»n» V™ 
digital Certificate are available at the Office's Electronic Business Center (EBC) webpag at 
^//wv^usntoW *^^ Note that a notarized signature will be required to 

obtain a digital certificate. 

To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Customer Number Request form, PTO- 
SB6s,* hPiW/ww nspro f >ov/weh/form $ /sb0l2S.pdf. 

transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) 308-2840, or mailed o the 
address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent, men your 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by adding your 
registration number to the Customer Number Request form. A description of associating a 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page at: 
htto!//www.u^t 0 gov/rf)c/registration pair.html. 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PA »**een. 
Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication references wt l oe 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature. The size of the 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference so the • »ownlo*d ume can 
be estimated. Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as complete 
documents as Adobe Portable Document Format (.pdf) files. For a limited period of time, the 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to use this 
new feature and. if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be able to utilize this new 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably prov.de electronic access to c.ted U.S. patent and U.S. patent 
application publication references. While copies of U S patenters patent application 
publication references cited by examiners will conunue to be mailed w,th Ottice actions during 
Tpilot project, applicants are encouraged to use ;h« private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download c.ted U.S. patent and U S patent application 
publication references so the Office w.ll be able to objectively evaluate :ts performance The 
public is encouraged to submit comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature dunng the pilot Further, during the pilot period registered 
pracl.t.oners. and applicants not represented , nractu.oner. are encouraged to experiment with 
the feature, desclop a pro.iciency .n us.ng trie tenure, rnd establish ne* .n.ernal processes tor 
using the new access to the c.ted U S. patents ar.d I S patent application oubhcat.ons to prepare 
for the ant.cipa.ed cessation of the current Off.cc nract.ee of supnK .. t , op.es of such c.ted 


rcl'crcnces The Of':ice plans to continue to pro-. js.ves> to Uic F. Paunt Relerenu 
dunng its evaluation of" the pilot. 


Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eRefcrence@uspio.fiov or 
by facsimile to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made available for public 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project, 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 1 5. 2004 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' ^ 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers, and 
associating customer numbers with applications should be sent to the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at trie USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above, the 
Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
during examinauon of non provisional applications on or after February 2, 2004; although copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into DFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the IFW system can be found on the USPTO website 
at http://www.uspto.gov/wcb/patents/ifw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 
Reference feature and questions concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 
to the EBC at the USPTO at (866) 217-9197 The EBC may also be contacted by facsimile at 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 


Nicholas P Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 


